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GENESIS Lesson 15 – 2/10/19 

15:1: After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a 

vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding 

great reward. 

15:2: And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go 

childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? 

15:3: And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, 

one born in my house is mine heir. 

15:4: And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This 

shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own 

bowels shall be thine heir. 

15:5: And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward 

heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he 

said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 

15:6: And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for 

righteousness. 

After these things…Abram had gone through some things. He left the 

land of his nativity and ended up in Haran contrary to the will of God. 

His dad died and when he finally arrived in the Promised Land there 

was a great famine. Heading down to Egypt he almost lost his life and 

his wife. 

Upon returning to the land, his herdsmen and Lots’ herdsmen got into a 

serious spat causing him to separate from his nephew. 

In chapter 14 the kings of Siddim rebel against King Chedorlaomer so he 

along with his confederate army sweep through the land pillaging and 

taking captives among whom was Lot and his family. 
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Last week I mentioned that there were ten Gentile kings mentioned in 

chapter 14, but in fact there were only nine, it was brought to my 

attention (and I appreciate it) there were only nine, and I want to 

correct what I said last week—only nine kings are mentioned, four 

against five. 

Upon hearing that his “brother” was taken captive Abram would have 

none of it and goes on the attack, with 318 men he slaughters countless 

thousands perhaps tens of thousands, and after the heat of the battle 

Abram may have been thinking, what just happened? Are 

reinforcements going to come from the east, what will I do? The enemy 

doesn’t like defeat! 

Christ warns those who have been delivered from demons to keep from 

the former wickedness or else! The warning goes like this: 

Matt. 12:45: Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits 

more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the 

last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also 

unto this wicked generation. 

We reason this may have been the case because God reassures Abram: 

“Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.” 

The words “Fear not” remind us of the words Jesus Christ said to His 

disciples on many occasions (see Acts 27:24; John 12: 15; Luke 12:7, 

etc.). There will be times in your life when you will be afraid, when you 

will be faced with obstacles that will be too big for you to overcome, 

when that time comes, trust in the Lord. And He will come through and 

whisper in our soul: “Fear not.” 

Psalms 56:2: Mine enemies would daily swallow me up: for they be 

many that fight against me, O thou most High. 
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Psalms 56:3: What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee. 

“Thy shield...thy exceeding great reward” is another confirmation that 

God was with Abram. Lot had just chosen with his eyes, but Abram 

trusted in God, and did not overlook this. The irony is that later in the 

history of Israel God gives the land of Lot to them as part of their 

inheritance. 

Again, Abram had just refused the gifts of the king of Sodom; they were 

rightful his; they were the spoils of war. 

God never seems to overlook a spiritual choice that is made by faith, 

instead of sight. Abram has just taken such a step refusing the goods of 

these gentile kings, but instead trusted in God (Gen. 14:22–24). 

And what was the result of Abram’s trust in God? 

Gen. 24:35: And the LORD hath blessed my master greatly; and he is 

become great: and he hath given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and 

gold, and menservants, and maidservants, and camels, and asses. 

Spurgeon says, “It is always a pity when any of the children of God 

begin to think that they can be enriched by the king of Sodom.” 

Many rich Christians will regret the day when they see their poor 

brethren inherit treasures in heaven, and they a shack. 

1 Cor. 2:9: But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 

have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 

prepared for them that love him. 

Once upon a time two men were born in the same village on the same 

day. One was born in the ghetto to a poor and struggling family, hungry 

all the time. All his life he wondered what it would be like to be rich. He 

was a good Jew, obedient to the law and even generous to beggars who 
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were worse off than he was. He looked at the rich man’s family, which 

lived on the hill above the town, and wondered what it would be like to 

have more than you needed, or lots of options, and he often was 

jealous of the life he was not given. 

The other man was born to the rich family, and he lived with wealth, 

privilege and education. He too was a good Jew, obedient to the law, 

and generous to the poor and well respected in his community. He 

looked down on the village and the poor part of the town and saw all 

the poor people as pretty much the same, no one standing out at all. 

And then, both men died on the same day. They got to the gates of 

heaven together and were very surprised to find St. Peter there waiting 

for them, with the gates wide open. He stepped forward and shoved 

the poor man aside and welcomed the rich man into the kingdom with 

open arms. In fact there was a red carpet rolled out, a band and 

trumpets, and all the kingdom of heaven turned out for a parade, 

speeches and a dinner in his honor. 

The poor man was stunned and only managed to slip in before the 

gates closed unceremoniously. He watched in fascination, and he grew 

more and more concerned and angry. This is not the way it was 

supposed to be! He’d believed that because his life was hard on earth, 

he would be rewarded greatly in heaven, and that the rich on earth 

would have “hell to pay.” But this was looking just like earth, with the 

rich being treated specially and the poor cast aside and forgotten. Why, 

nobody even knew he was here. He was in, but was it worth it? 

He stayed around for the dinner and became even more angry and 

annoyed. It was a feast, a banquet, with glowing accounts of the rich 

man’s life. Then came the last straw. The man was given keys to the 
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biggest mansion the poor man had ever seen in his life—or his dreams. 

That was it! The poor man decided to tell Peter off and, if this was 

heaven, he wanted out. Hell couldn’t be any worse than this. He boldly 

went up to Peter as things were winding down and accosted him loudly, 

reminding him that he was here too and that he was fed up. 

Peter was stunned and chagrined and apologetic, profusely welcoming 

him and telling him he was sorry that he had forgotten all about him. 

But the man would not be eased or mollified—he was indignant and 

wanted out. He listed all the things that the rich man had received and 

pointed out that he had gotten nothing—except the gates of heaven 

nearly slammed in his face. Peter tried to reassure him, telling him he 

did have a mansion, and it made the rich man’s look like a shack. That 

slowed him down some, and he thought he’d go see it before he left in 

a huff. 

He was taken deep into the kingdom, close to the throne of God. He 

couldn’t believe his eyes—it was magnificent. Peter told him that the 

rich man’s house was way outside the inner court of heaven. But the 

man was still angry—okay, so I have a really nice place close to the 

throne of God, but why didn’t I get the red carpet and the fanfare and 

the music and the dinner and the speeches and the attention the rich 

man got—it wasn’t fair. I know, said Peter, as he put his arm around the 

poor man, I know. But you have to understand. People like you come 

through here every day, but do you know how long it’s been since 

someone like him got in? 

It is not what you have here that counts or matters, but what you get 

on the other side. What you have here is temporal, what you get in 

glory is eternal. God is our great and exceeding great reward. 
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Eliezer of Damascus is Abram’s servant who until the birth of Isaac was 

over all of Abram’s goods. Eliezer means “my God is helper” and clearly 

prefigures that Comforter and Helper, the Holy Spirit. In fact Eliezer is a 

type of the Holy Spirit, for we believe it is he in Genesis 24 who goes in 

search of a bride for his master Isaac. 

God reassures Abram, that he will have a son who will inherit the 

promises God gave him. Not only that, but Abram’s seed would be 

numbered in the billions of billions, as the stars in heaven are in 

number. God tells Abram, “Can you tell the stars? Are you able to 

number them?” 

A while back I read a science article on Forbes, and they were 

commenting on the new galaxies being discovered with the Hubble 

telescope. 

(http://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2016/10/14/hubbles-

latest-breakthrough-reveals-trillions-of-unknown-galaxies-in-the-

universe/#469cd3764ddc) 

The author had this to say, “Instead of 170 billion galaxies in the 

observable Universe, there are likely more than two trillion, each 

containing an average of 100 billion stars or so.” 

Now I believe the word of God, from cover to cover, and even the 

cover. 

Are the Jews numbered in the billions? Do you believe God that they 

will be? If so, when do you think this will happen? 

Rev. 21:1: And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven 

and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2016/10/14/hubbles-latest-breakthrough-reveals-trillions-of-unknown-galaxies-in-the-universe/#469cd3764ddc
http://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2016/10/14/hubbles-latest-breakthrough-reveals-trillions-of-unknown-galaxies-in-the-universe/#469cd3764ddc
http://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2016/10/14/hubbles-latest-breakthrough-reveals-trillions-of-unknown-galaxies-in-the-universe/#469cd3764ddc
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Now some may and try and spiritualize the “seed” and say they are the 

believers for they should be number in the billions. Scientists estimate 

that there have been more than 108 billion people in the last 50,000 

years; we do not agree with the 50,000 years, but I believe their 

estimate to be accurate because the number they give for those in BC is 

1 billion. If we take that 10-20% of those were believers we come up 

with 10-20 billion, that still doesn’t even come close to the number of 

stars our universe contains. 

Gen. 1:16: And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the 

day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also. 

It was as if it was nothing for God to create the starts, “Oh, I’ll make 

some stars while I am at it.” 

But Paul makes sure that we don’t get mixed up between the spiritual 

descendants of Abraham and the physical descendants in the following 

verse: 

Rom. 9:8: That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not 

the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the 

seed. 

And after God had this conversation with Abram, the Bible tells us that 

Abram “…believed in the LORD; and he (God) counted it to him for 

righteousness.” Imputed righteous by faith (see our notes in Lesson 7). 

Abram’s faith is a type of the NT believer’s faith, no works involved, just 

simple belief in what God said. Up until this point in Abram’s life we are 

not told that he ever believed God, he obeyed, but never believed—up 

until now. 
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Your faith will grow as you believe God, as you live your Christian life in 

obedience to God. God is more real to me now than when I first 

believed. 

The Abrahamic Covenant 

15:7: And he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur 

of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it. 

15:8: And he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit 

it? 

15:9: And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and 

a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a 

turtledove, and a young pigeon. 

15:10: And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, 

and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not. 

15:11: And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram 

drove them away. 

15:12: And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon 

Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him. 

15:13: And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall 

be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and 

they shall afflict them four hundred years; 

15:14: And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and 

afterward shall they come out with great substance. 

15:15: And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried 

in a good old age. 
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15:16: But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for 

the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. 

15:17: And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was 

dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed 

between those pieces. 

15:18: In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, 

saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt 

unto the great river, the river Euphrates: 

Now we have the establishment of the Abrahamic Covenant. God went 

from: “I will show you the land (Gen. 12:1), to I will give the land to you 

and your seed (Gen. 12:7; 13:17), to you will inherit the land (Gen. 

15:7). At this point Abram asks in verse 7, “Whereby shall I know that I 

shall inherit it?” 

The Noahic covenant was confirmed with rainbow, and the Abrahamic 

covenant was confirmed with a sacrifice. For the first time in Abram’s 

life, a sign (Gen. 15:17) and a sacrifice (Gen. 15:10) are connected with 

a promise. The Abrahamic covenant is a promise for a physical piece of 

property, which can be located on a map, and was promised to the 

physical descendants of Abram. 

We come to an unusual passage (verses 9-18). Abram asked for a sign 

and God gave him one. First God told Abram to cut certain animals in 

half then He put Abram to sleep, prophesied about his future and 

finally God appeared as a smoking fire and passed between the pieces 

of the severed animals. 

Some call this a “cutting rite or covenant” and say this ritual to confirm 

treaties or covenants was common in Abram’s day (see also Jeremiah 

34:8-22, take note of verse 19—a cutting covenant takes place here). 
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The meaning of the ritual was as follows: “May I be cut to pieces like 

these animals if I don’t keep my promise.” This was repeated by both 

parties as they walked down the aisle created by the severed animals, 

in this case only God uttered the oath! 

(For more info see: https://rsc.byu.edu/es/archived/gospel-jesus-christ-

old-testament/7-cutting-covenants) 

Five animals were used in this ceremony, but they were not burned! 

Why five, I don’t know. 

A heifer (a young female cow that has not yet given birth), a she goat, a 

ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon. 

Aside from a lamb, these animals were to be used later as part of the 

Levitical sacrificial system. 

But something tried to interrupt this rite—“fowls” (verse 11); fowls are 

a type of demons, and when they appeared, Abraham had to drive 

them away. 

The enemy will try and mess up the promises God has given us, it is up 

to us to drive them away. (See Luke 13:18-19—the fowls lodge in its 

branches.) 

Next week we are going to focus on the prophesy God gave Abram 

regarding his descendants; there is a lot of information here we need 

cover and won’t have time to finish it. 

https://rsc.byu.edu/es/archived/gospel-jesus-christ-old-testament/7-cutting-covenants
https://rsc.byu.edu/es/archived/gospel-jesus-christ-old-testament/7-cutting-covenants

